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Dear FMS 8th Grade Choir Students and Families,


Welcome back to Forestview Middle School for another awesome year! I am very happy to be back teaching choir again this year, because I know what an awesome group of singers and leaders we have in our 8th grade choirs. I really appreciate you taking the time to read through this whole letter, as it has a lot of very important information in it about what is expected of students who are in this class. You will also find the dates of all the performances 8th grade choir students will be involved in throughout the 2015-2016 school year.

I am excited to be co-teaching 7th and 8th grade choir with Mrs. Swanson again this year. (Ms. Oehler got married over the summer!) This means all 7th and 8th grade choir students will have two teachers in the room with them every day to help them become better musicians and singers! As we have done for several years, our 7th and 8th grade choirs will continue to be separated by gender. On day 1, boys will have choir and on day 2, girls will have choir.

Every student who is in choir is extremely important to their whole group’s overall success. The decisions they make every day in choir can both help and hurt the whole group. For this reason, we expect that all choir students are on time and prepared for class. We also expect all choir students to have a positive attitude, and that they work hard every day they come to class. Choir students must be willing to try new things that may be outside of their comfort zone, and they can’t be afraid to make mistakes during rehearsal. Above all, choir students need to respect each other’s differences, respect their teachers, and everything in the room.  A student’s ability to follow these expectations is a big part of the grade they receive in choir!
Grading Policy
Choir students’ grades will reflect their active participation, effort, and progress in choir throughout the year.  Students will be assessed on the two areas noted below.

Participation- This includes daily participation in classroom activities, as well as, participation in our concerts. Students’ participation will be assessed daily, and updated monthly in skyward.
Sight-Reading/Music Fundamentals Assessments- Choir students will take sight reading and music fundamental quizzes and tests each grading period.  They will be based on the skills we work on during our daily rehearsals.  Some of these will be written exams and some will be performance based.

Concert Participation
CONCERT ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY FOR ALL CHOIR STUDENTS!  Attached to this letter you will find our concert schedule for the 2015-2016 school year. Please write the dates down on your calendar right away, and try to avoid any conflicts with them.  In the case of conflicts, please let Mr. Aulie or Mrs. Swanson know as soon as possible about them, so we can discuss how you can still earn your credit for the performance. Excused absences can be made up, but unexcused absences from concerts will result in a full letter grade deduction!  
Concert Dress
We are going to wear our black Forestview Choir polo shirts for our concerts again this year. If you do not have a polo shirt, we are asking you to consider purchasing a new polo shirt for $15.00 as a donation to our program. This shirt will be yours to keep forever! If you would prefer to not make that donation, we will provide your son/daughter with a polo shirt to borrow for each performance. To order a new polo shirt, please fill out the order form at the bottom of the page attached to this letter, and attach a check written to Forestview Middle School for $15. All choir students should plan to wear the following for all concerts this year. 

Black dress pants (no leggings), black Forestview choir polo shirt, black socks and black shoes. 
I hope this letter has answered a lot of your questions about 8th Grade Choir. Please feel free to contact either Mrs. Swanson or myself with any questions you may have throughout the year. For more information about 8th Grade Choir, and our concerts this year, please visit our music department website at www.brainerdmusic.org. Thank you very much for taking the time to read this letter.  We look forward to getting to know you throughout the year.





Sincerely,

Marcus Aulie, 7th and 8th Grade Co-Choir Director







Office: (218) 454-6080







E-mail: marcus.aulie@isd181.org







Mrs. Swanson, 7th and 8th Grade Co-Choir Director






Office: (218) 454-6077






E-mail: lucy.oehler@isd181.org
7th & 8th Grade Choir Performance Dates 2015-2016
Thursday, November 19, 2015: 
7th & 8th Grade Choirs’ Fall Concert 

          7:15 p.m. in the Forestview Cafetorium 

Tuesday, March 1, 2016:          
7th & 8th Grade Choirs’ Winter Concert






7:15 p.m. in the Forestview Cafetorium
Tuesday, May 24, 2016:  

7th & 8th Grade Choirs’ Spring Concert 

          7:15 p.m. in the Forestview Cafetorium

**All 7th and 8th grade choir students are required to attend all of these events! __________________________________________________________

FMS 8th Grade Choir
Please return this form by Friday, September 18th. This form is worth 15 points. 

Student Name: _____________________________________
___ Yes, we have read the information letter for 8th Grade Choir, and we are aware of the expectations for being a part of this class. 

___ Yes, we have marked the dates for the choir concerts on our calendars and will be in attendance at each of these concerts. We also understand how students need to be dressed for our concerts.
___ Yes, we would like to make a donation to the ISD 181 choral program, and purchase a polo shirt for our son/daughter. Please include a check for $15 written out to Forestview Middle School.
Shirt Size (Adult Sizes):
 ____ XS     ____ S     ____ M     ____ L     ____ XL   _____XXL

Student Signature: ____________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________________
